
Summary 
Each month, SGA will be releasing updates to report on what we have been working 
on each month. Some of the information included in these reports will be summarized 
or will link to outside documents that have more information. However, if you would 
like to receive more information on any given subject, please remember that all of our 
meetings have been live-streamed on our Facebook page, and our approved minutes 
are available to the public at any time. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or would like to see something featured on a 
future agenda, please feel free to contact sga_president@emerson.edu . 
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Brian Basgen & IT Meeting 
SGA Joint Session met with Brian Basgen  (Associate Vice President, Information 
Technology) to discuss some updates from IT and to gather questions/feedback from 
students. Brian gave updates on things IT had worked on over the summer, including: 
working with Business Services for increasing students’ print credits (as requested by 
SGA); transferring television service to be internet based (used through devices like 
Roku, laptops, etc); updating technology in classrooms and labs across campus (the 
library, journalism labs, tufte labs, etc); and rolling out DUO to improve internet 
security for the Emerson community.  

Brian also shared that they had been working with tamia jordan in Intercultural Student 
Affairs to make the process for name changes easier and more effective for students. 
Those looking for more information on name changes, including the platforms where 
name changes can be seen, can visit IT’s website . Also, IT has been preparing for 
“Work Day,” a new core software for the college to go into effect. This will impact 
student employees, for pay will come through this system, and will eventually be a 
platform for job listings (although job listings will remain on People Admin for the 
Spring 2019 semester).  

Members of Joint Session also discussed issues that had been coming up with DUO, 
including receiving a message about running out of “phone tokens” and being unable 
to log into Emerson platforms on airplanes because of the two factor authentication. 
While the number of phone tokens were handled through the vendor Emerson uses for 
this systems, accessing DUO on a plane is actually possible. Phones that can connect to 
WiFi on the plane should be able to access the DUO Mobile App. Additionally, U2F 
Hardware tokens can be used.  

 
 

Constitutional Amendments 
Each year, SGA reviews the SGA Constitution and proposes amendments to be put on 
the ballot during elections. Amendments are compiled and reviewed by the Chief 
Justice before they are presented to Joint Session. Joint Session votes on all proposed 
amendments before they are put on the ballot!  

The Constitutional amendments were approved during the Fall 2018 election. 234 
students voted on this ballot measure. With 93% of students voting to approve the 
amendments, they passed! The updated SGA Constitution can be found at 
www.emersonsga.org/constitution/.  
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Emerson Today 
SGA Joint Session met with Sofiya Cabalquinto (Associate Vice President of 
Communications) and Erin Clossey (Associate Director of News) to discuss the new 
Emerson Today, a website to host news, announcements, and more for the Emerson 
community. While the site is still in its beta version, SGA wanted the opportunity to 
provide input and feedback for how it may best be utilized for the community.  

Emerson Today currently publishes stories that are relevant to the Emerson community, 
but they’d like to solicit content from students--including writing, videos, art, etc. In 
addition, members of Joint Session talked about interest in adding comment sections 
to stories and announcements hosted on the website so that the community could 
interact with the content. There were also concerns that were stressed about there 
being too many platforms for students to look at, with things like EmConnect and 
ECommon.  

One of the upcoming features that was discussed was the ability to subscribe to certain 
content or channels. Joint Session members felt that this would possibly be a good 
thing to implement for the next version of the website. It would allow students and 
other community members to subscribe to the content that they specifically want and 
choose to see. In addition, members advocated for the ability for people to submit 
announcements to the website. Students are encouraged to give feedback about 
Emerson Today by either the website’s feedback form  or emailing 
today@emerson.edu. 

 
 

Fall 2018 Elections 
On November 14th and 15th, SGA held voting for the Fall 2018 elections. Elections are 
held towards the end of each semester, but the fall elections are intended to fill any 
vacant elected positions as well as the class council positions for the freshman class. 
There were also a number of constitutional amendments put on the ballot for a vote.  

This election cycle, 234 students voted on the constitutional amendments (the one 
ballot that was available to all undergraduate students, regardless of year or major). 
This is compared to 45 students that voted on the constitutional amendments in Fall 
2017. SGA would like to thank everyone who voted and participated in elections. The 
official results can be found on our website’s executive blog.  
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NSSE Survey Meeting 
SGA Joint Session met with Michaele Whelan (Provost and Vice President, Academic 
Affairs) and Mike Duggan (Associate Vice President, Institutional Research) to discuss 
Emerson’s results from the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) which are 
supposed to provide “an estimate of how undergraduates spend their time and what 
they gain from attending college.”  
 
Joint Session reviewed responses to questions like: “how would you evaluate your 
entire educational experience at this institution,” “if you could start over again, would 
you go to the same institution,” and “during the current school year, did your courses 
challenge you to do your best work?” Members provided context about current 
climate at Emerson and what factors may have contributed to the responses that were 
received in the survey.  
 
Conversations were very productive, but because of time, time prevented the group 
from getting through all of the data. Michaele and Mike will hopefully come back to 
Joint Session in the spring semester to discuss results further.  
 

 
 

Non-Recognized Organization Appeals 
Because of the re-evaluation of the student organization recognition process (also 
known as the Organization Recognition & Review process), the process did not take 
place in the Fall semester, as has happened in previous years. This led to the 
implementation of a temporary non -recognized appeal request process at the end of 
October as an interim funding opportunity for organizations whose plans were altered. 
They had the opportunity to request project-based funding through an Appeal Request 
process. This process funds individual projects, trips, or events (and does not provide 
full budgets). 

Non- recognized organizations were given the opportunity to declare their intent to 
appeal for funds from SGA from October 31-November 18. Organizations that 
declared their intent by November 18th were given the opportunity to complete a 
budget for their appeal request by a November 25th deadline. A total of four 
non-recognized organizations completed all of the necessary steps to be considered 
for funds. 

The Organization Recognition & Review Board will review the organizations for 
eligibility, and the Financial Advisory Board will review the appeal requests in 
December.  
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Town Hall 
On Tuesday, November 27th, SGA (in collaboration with the Faculty Assembly and 
Academic Affairs) presented the Faculty & Student Town Hall. The purpose of the 
Town Hall was to improve the relationship and dynamics between faculty and students. 
It provided a space for everyone to learn more about each other's experiences through 
dialogue and open communication. 

Students and faculty sat at tables together, grouped by academic department or areas 
of interest, and spent the time engaging in open conversations with each other. 
Students who were unable to attend can view notes from each of the discussion in this 
document . The SGA Senators will be using the information and feedback from both the 
Town Hall and the academic boards (which were set up across campus throughout the 
month of November) in the 2018-2019 Academic Initiative. The initiative will be 
available for the community to view in the month of December via the SGA website at 
www.emersonsga.org/initiatives/.  
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